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MENTAL HEALTH COURT DIVERSION AND SUPPORT SERVICE 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.06 am]: I would like to inform the house 
that the first mental health court diversion and support service in Western Australia has now commenced 
operations. Although people involved with the criminal justice system represent a small minority of Western 
Australians, people with mental illness are greatly overrepresented in courts and prisons. It is estimated that 
around 74 per cent of people in prison have some form of mental health problem, in comparison with just one-
fifth of the general population. This new program will provide specialist support to people with mental illness 
who intersect with the criminal justice system, and represents an important opportunity to divert people to mental 
health services and supports. This program is a $6.7 million state government initiative, which is jointly led by 
the Department of the Attorney General and the Mental Health Commission. 
On 18 March the specialist court within the Perth Magistrates Court commenced operation. The START Court, 
or Specialist Treatment and Referral Team Court, supports adults with a mental illness by diverting them into 
individual treatment and support plans. The START team includes specialist mental health clinicians, who can 
connect an individual with the treatment and support in that person’s own community that will benefit them the 
most. By establishing or reconnecting an individual with services in their own community we are providing a 
long-term support base that can help the person manage their mental health and make positive changes in their 
life. In the first three weeks of operation, 72 individuals appeared in the START Court. The specialist clinical 
support team was able to interact with 33 individuals to determine whether mental health was a current concern 
and also to carry out seven more detailed assessments.  
On 8 April a specialist clinical team commenced in the Perth Children’s Court to support young people with a 
mental illness. A clinical psychologist heads a small team of mental health specialists who can assess young 
people appearing in the Perth Children’s Court and develop individualised care plans. The children’s program 
has a strong focus on early intervention to provide support to address mental health issues that may be 
contributing to a child’s offending. This includes working with their family and beyond that to their school and 
other areas to provide positive networks. 
For both the adult and children’s programs, where appropriate, a non-government organisation will provide 
community-based supports tailored to the needs of an individual through their personal care plan. The mental 
health court diversion and support program is a pilot project, initially metropolitan focused, that will be 
evaluated to determine its success and how best to continue into the future. 
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